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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, VS 

SUBJECT: LEVEL OF FY-1976 MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR VIET-NAM 

1. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED THAT OMB PLANS HEARINGS NOVEMBER 5 
ON THE FY-1976 MILITARY AID LEVEL FOR VIET-NAM. AT THESE 
HEARINGS THE DEPARTMENT WILL BE ASKED FOR ITS VIEWS ON THE 
LEVEL OF MILITARY AID WHICH THE ADMINISTRATION SHOULD RE- 
QUEST FOR FY-1976. THUS, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
FROM YOU BY OCTOBER 30 THE DAV LEVEL YOU WOULD RECOMMEND 
FOR FY-1976 AND A BRIEF RATIONALE THEREFOR. WE RECOGNIZE 
THAT THE MISSION HAS PROBABLY NOT YET COMPLETED ITS WORK 
ON THE FY-76 SUBMISSION (WE UNDERSTAND FROM DOD THAT THE 
DAO INPUT TO CINCPAC IS NOT DUE UNTIL MID-NOVEMBER). IN 

THIS EVENT, PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR BEST PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE AS 
TO WHAT THE LEVEL SHOULD BE. 

2. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, WE ARE TOLD THAT SEC DEF'S GUIDE- 
LINE FOR FY-76 IS DOLS 1 BILLION. VON MARBOD HAS INFORMED 
US HE BELIEVES THAT DOLS 1 BILLION IS BOTH A FLOOR AND A 
CEILING - I.E. IT IS THE MINIMUM WE CAN GET BY WITH 
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IS ALSO THE HIGHEST FIGURE WE CAN REALISTICALLY REQUEST. IN 
VIEW OF THE FY-75 SHORTFALL, THE EA BUREAU (IN A PRELIM! 

NARY ASSESSMENT OF THIS ISSUE) IS INCLINED TOWARD REQUEST- 
ING THE TOP OF THE RANGE SETFORTHIN THE SECRETARY'S SIX- 

YEAR PROJECTIONS SUBMITTED TO CONGRESSIONAL CHAIRMEN 
ON JULY 22 - THAT IS, DOLS 1.2 BILLION. INGERSOLL 
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